
La'Dell Tallman
July 13, 1954 - November 9, 2020

La'Dell Bernice (Jackson) Tallman, 66, passed away on Monday, November 9,
2020. 

 

La'Dell was born on July 13, 1954 in Cook County Hospital, Chicago, IL to
Ann Jackson Flack and Rudolph Nelson. La'Dell was the oldest of three
children born to Ann including her brothers Ernest Jackson and Andre
Jackson. Her mother, Ann, preceded La'Dell in passing in 1991. 

 

La'Dell attended the Chicago Public Schools, Dunbar Vocational High School,
Kennedy-King City College of Chicago, and went on to earn her
Undergraduate Degree from the University of Dubuque in Dubuque, Iowa. 

 

La'Dell married Rick Duea Tallman on February 17, 1979 in Chicago in a
ceremony officiated by Reverend Frank Jackson. She was a devoted wife in
marriage for 32 years and raised three loving sons, Mark Tallman, Alan
Tallman, and Andrew Tallman. 

 

La'Dell was a bright light to all who knew her. She was a loving wife, daughter,
granddaughter, niece, sister, cousin, and friend. She was the most incredible
mother. 

 

She loved Hawaii. She loved all holidays. She loved celebrating people most



of all. She took thousands of pictures to capture life's moments from the
mundane to the magical. She loved spades and handbags and shoes. Her
style was natural and unmatched. She loved Black Santas and tinsel on her
Christmas tree. She loved sports. She loved what her sons loved. She loved
easily and without expectations. 

She had many jobs in her life as she moved from state to state and from small
towns to big cities in other countries as a military wife. Her primary role was as
a builder. She built community at every base. She built trust with teen moms
and elected officials. She built space at every table, especially hers. 

 

She was tall and graceful, tough as nails, and gentle in spirit. She loved music
and laughter. She could throw down in a kitchen and on a basketball court.
Her beautiful hands were a masterpiece all their own. 

 

She loved her many dear friends, who loved her in return. She was an
inspiration. She loved her family. But most of all, she loved her three sons. 

La'Dell leaves to mourn her three loving sons - Mark Tallman (Jessica), Alan
Tallman (Michele), and Andrew Tallman; five grandchildren, who were each a
joy to her, Obie and Roscoe (Mark) and Milan, Adeline, and Juliette (Alan);
two brothers, Ernest Jackson and Andre Jackson, as well as a host of loving
aunties, cousins, nieces, nephews, and dear friends. 

PLEASE VIEW OBITUARY AT: https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?
uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:49a59fee-5c17-46a1-b4f9-911c7c99aab8
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La'Dell Tallman

Jimmy White - November 28, 2020 at 04:31 PM

Mama D is how I was introduced to Mrs. Tallman. As a kid who
traveled over 2800 miles to go to college and she made Carthage,
NY feel like I was home during the Thanksgiving and Easter I spent
with her. Those times with Mama D were always filled with laughter,
great food and an intense game of Spades. 
 
More than anything, Mama D was the blueprint on how to raise
children. All of us that are parents hope that we can raise children
that are greater than ourselves while holding on the traditions and
lessons that our ancestors bestowed upon us. The 3 Tallman sons
are some of the best men I personally know and that foundation
was laid by Mama D. Its always heartbreaking to lose anyone that
played such an impactful role with some many people. That being
said, I am finding comfort with the vision of Mama D sitting with God
proud of her work but especially of her sons.

Jean Boughton-Brown - November 25, 2020 at 08:40 AM

Dell, I will forever love you.....tell my big sis
hello & I love her too....( but y’all know that..)
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Jean Boughton-Brown - November 25, 2020 at 08:36 AM

I met Dell in 1973. Her Mom, Ann & I were close just like sisters. Me
and my family were there for family gatherings, Proms, Graduations,
& Weddings...Our families were just one big family. Dell will forever
be in our heart.....Jean Boughton-Brown

Karin Cronk - November 25, 2020 at 12:32 AM

La'Dell and I got to know one another years ago when her youngest
son Andrew was a toddler. Our friendship grew over the years.
La'Dell was one of the kindest, caring, and funny people I've had the
pleasure of knowing. Peace to you my dear friend, you are missed
immensely 

Yolanda Esslinger - November 21, 2020 at 03:44 PM

Rick, Mark, Alan, Andrew and Families-We have such good
memories of your family while we all were living in Carthage. Dell
was a strong, kind and caring spirit. We are so saddened to learn of
her passing. Please know we are thinking of you and sending
sincere condolences and sympathy. 

 Yolanda and Kevin Esslinger
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Julie Burke - November 21, 2020 at 12:36 AM

I loved La’Dell. She was more than a sister in law, more like a sister.
I have so many memories, but when I think of her I think of how
wise she was. She was like a wise owl. She always knee what to
say. 
When we visited Rick and Dell in Hawaii, we went to a flea market.
It was hot and we were extremely thirsty. Believe it or not there was
nothing to drink. Dell decided on Asian Pears. They were not like
the ones you get in the states. They were huge! We walked through
the Flea Market with Asian Pear juice running down our chins, our
hands and laughing so hard. I can’t eat an Asian Pear without
thinking of Dell. Of course, none of them have been as juicy or huge
as the ones we ate that day.

Pung Jeffers - November 20, 2020 at 12:25 PM

Mark, Alan, Andrew- 
  

I am so sorry & I hope you are all doing ok. La'Dell was special & I
will miss her. She was beautiful, kind, charismatic, genuine, selfless,
funny, strong, inclusive, and relentlessly positive. She was a Hall of
Fame Mom. She took good care of all of us as kids. She found so
much joy in our successes & lifted us up when things didn’t go as
planned. Sad that she did not get to meet my girls. La’Dell, rest
peacefully & thank you for all that you did for us. We will do our best
to pay it forward. 

  
Love, 
 
Pung, Niki, Liv & Mia Jeffers



PS

SJ

Paula Spaulding - November 20, 2020 at 10:50 AM

Hi there! My name is Paula Spaulding, and La'Dell touched my life
while she was working here at the Carthage High School. One day
while she was supervising a Regents exam, she was painting left
over clay projects that students had left behind. I still have the one
that she painted for me. Of course she personalized each one: for
mine, she used my favorite colors and entitled it "Spirit" on the
bottom. It is a signed La'Dell original dated 2009. She was a special
lady, for sure. I know she is looking down at us, chuckling, and
shaking her head. Best to you all.

SHARON Jeanne JOHNSON - November 19, 2020 at 10:47 PM

I would like to share a little quip, La'Dell would come into my shop
and look down at me and smile and she would burst with sunshine
and say," how's my little Weeble?"!! I would laugh and she would
say," weebles wobble but they don't fall down!."..This was an inside
joke with us because she was so beautifully tall and I was and still
am so SHORT!. I am sad at LaDell's passing and would like to
express my sympathy to her children. She was sooooo proud of
them. Rest in peace beautiful lady!
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Mary Anne Bailey - November 19, 2020 at 06:23 PM

The measure of a woman is not the course of her journey, but the
ways that she influences and loves those she encounters on her
path. For years, La'Dell fostered a feeling, a mood, an attitude that
stood taller than her at Carthage High School. She gifted us with her
outlook, her perspective, and her straightforward approach. She
gave us, colleagues and students, a place in her heart and she let
us live there because she knew that we needed a person to accept
us for who we were, not who others expected or tried to direct us to
be. She modeled what it meant to carry the title of Mom and her
sons became the men they are because she raised them to be the
sons, friends, student-athletes, co-workers, husbands, and fathers
she knew the world needed. And she didn’t just provide that
guidance to the children to whom she gave birth. She gathered so
many young souls around her that her legacy isn’t just for those
boys named Tallman; it’s all the others for whom she cared daily,
deeply, and without hesitation. Witnessing her change lives one
“kid” at a time, I cannot think of someone I admired, respected, and
loved more than her for she was that exceptional in her role. And
when she retired, my school world was never the same. Mark, Alan,
and Andrew-you are the luckiest of all the children she loved
because you had the privilege of calling her mom from your first day
to her last. Estee Lauder once said, “No one ever became a
success without taking chances . . . One must be able to recognize
the moment and seize it without delay.” They are success stories
today because La’Dell not only took chances on kids; but she
mentored them in a way that helped them reclaim their futures,
especially when others had abandoned them. And there’s simply no
other gift to humanity more important to this world than genuinely
investing in the life of a child.



KF

LS

TB

Katy Fritts - November 17, 2020 at 10:37 PM

My deepest condolences to the whole Tallman family. La'Dell had a
smiling light and happiness. When she met my baby, she just lit up -
she just loved babies! She was a wonderful woman and mother.
May the best parts of her live on in her children, grandchildren and
family.

Liza Stutts - November 17, 2020 at 10:59 AM

I remember La'Dell from the time I spent in New York with Jess and
Mark. I feel lucky to have had the opportunity to get to know her
during that time, and to witness the strength of the Tallman family. I
particularly remember La'Dell's warmth and her smile. May we all
learn from La'Dell, who did something really right to have created
such a wonderful and faithful family who loved her so well. Big hugs
and prayers to all of you at this time.

Tiffany Bank - November 16, 2020 at 03:01 PM

I’ll never forget going to church service with all of you in Brooklyn.
What I remember most was how much your mom smiled. She was
so kind and was such a light. I’m honored I got to meet her and
spend a little time with her. I’m so incredibly sorry for your loss.
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Tammy Harris - November 16, 2020 at 02:55 PM

I met Mrs. Tallman at Carthage Central where
I attended school. I was in the same grade as
her son Mark. I got pregnant in high school
and where many would frown on me, look at
me with judgmental eyes and condemn for my
choice, Mrs. Tallman did quite the opposite. She worked in the teen
mom center at the high school. She helped me become the mother I
am today and that baby girl, Britanee, she loved like her own is now
23. Mrs. Tallman not only helped me learn to be a mom, she taught
me life lessons, how to be a good wife and juggle the very hard life I
had. She didn’t pity us instead she loved us and guided us. She was
always honest to a tee and didn’t sugar coat things. I credit my
ability to be a good mom, graduate high school and work through
the struggles of being a teen mom to her. She was a wonderful lady,
she gave the best hugs! Her warm smile made my days easier and I
never worried when my baby was in her arms. I’m beyond grateful
for her and I’m saddened that her journey on this earth has come to
an end. Her memory will live on in my baby girl she loved! Rest
easy and in peace Mrs. Tallman! Thank you for being a light when
everything seemed so dark.

Laura Galt - November 16, 2020 at 12:30 PM

I was blessed by worshipping one pew over from La'Dell for a year
or two at our NYC church. She was a faithful courageous woman
and raised one of the most faithful and courageous men that I know.
Many prayers to Mark and Jessica and the rest of the family. We
love you, La'Dell.
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Vicky Landers - November 16, 2020 at 06:11 AM

I had the honor of working with La'Dell at CHS, what a woman! She
positively impacted so many people--students and staff alike. I was
blessed to know her. Love and prayers to her precious sons and
their families.

Amy Hagenston - November 15, 2020 at 09:18 PM

She really was the world’s sweetest lady & just a ray of sunshine. I
remember all the smiles in church. I remember on my first day of
high school, I got lost on my way to a class and got so flustered, all
of a sudden she was right there pointing me in the right direction.
And in 10th grade when I got sent to the ISS room (for talking too
much) I walk in and she goes “Now, what are you doing here?!” She
will be so dearly missed.

Annie Bezbatchenko - November 15, 2020 at 11:12 AM

I love the photo of La'Dell on this page as it radiates her gorgeous
spirit. Sending so much love to her steadfast family. While in NYC, I
had the pleasure of witnessing Mark and Jessica work with this
wonderful woman through some important life transitions. May we
all be a little more like La'Dell, building community, building trust,
and building space at every table.

Richard P. Weber - November 15, 2020 at 10:58 AM

A true gem of the community and CCSD. She was a women of joy,
love and laughter…God Bless, La’Dell.
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Jennie Busch - November 15, 2020 at 10:32 AM

La'Dell Tallman was an integral part of our school, church, and
community. The positive impact she had on so many students could
never be measured. She saw the value in everyone and had the
kindest heart. We had a lot of fun times putting on our Acorn club
meetings (always running late of course!) And we laughed a lot. I
especially remember the fun Halloween and other parties,
especially the one celebrating the historic election of our first African
American president. She had an indominable spirit and I enjoyed
our many conversations. You now join the brightest stars in the sky,
to watch over your beloved boys and their families and all of your
family and friends. RIP dear friend. 
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Donna Bowen - November 15, 2020 at 12:37 PM

La’Dell was a joy to be around. We became friends while working at
church. I enjoyed watching Andrew before school. La’Dell knew I loved
Angels Nd bought me a little boy Angel. I still have it and it is displayed.
She was a great lady. In Gods love, Donna 
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Janet Rushlow - November 17, 2020 at 07:17 PM

What a beautiful soul and truly lovely lady! She raised three great sons
and was truly missed in the Carthage community when she left. May
she Rest In Peace 
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Valerie Obrien - November 20, 2020 at 08:29 AM

La’Dell made everyone feel like they were her best friend. What a
sincere, honest and caring soul. My deepest sympathy for her sons
and their families.
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Sonja Clark Williams - November 15, 2020 at 06:48 AM

4 files added to the tribute wall

Chiarra Joseph - November 14, 2020 at 08:14 AM

I will never forget Ms. Tallman. She was such a great role model for
all of us at Carthage Central High. I always looked forward to seeing
her beautiful smile. Ms. Tallman believed in all of us. She was like a
mother to us. It’s hard to put in worlds how much she meant to us. I
will never forget our talks and great advice. She was a asset to the
Carthage Central School District and the Carthage Community. She
helped so many of us. I am truly blessed to have Ms. Tallman be a
part of my life. My deepest Sympathy, thoughts and Prayers to her
entire family and her Carthage family. Thank you for being that great
inspiration to our lives. Rest In Peace Ms. Tallman, your legacy will
live on in our hearts forever.
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Delmar House - November 14, 2020 at 06:58 AM

This really sad. LaDell was such a true and Loyal friend. I will never
forget setting in her room with her having many long talks almost
getting caught by my miserable supervisor. She surely was a asset
to the Carthage Central School District and the Carthage
Community. My deepest Sympathy, thoughts and Prayers to Mark,
Alan, Andrew, the entire family and her Carthage family. RIP my
true and Loyal friend LaDell. You have received those wings and
well deserved them. God Bless until we meet again.

Shantelle Williams - November 13, 2020 at 11:54 PM

Ms. Tallman was one of the greatest women I have ever known.
She gave the best advice and was always there to listen. Sending
the family love and hugs. You’re all in my prayers.

Jessica Tallman - November 13, 2020 at 11:43 PM

7 files added to the tribute wall
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Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of La'Dell Tallman.

https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

