Porter Clarence Powell
February 1, 1932 - July 31, 2024

Porter Clarence Powell passed away peacefully on July 31, 2024, in the
Edward Hines Jr. Veterans Administration Hospital following a gradual decline
in health. Porter was born on February 1, 1932, to Charlotte Powell in
Evergreen, Alabama. He was the oldest of two children, with one younger
sister, Pastor Nimire Mary King-Burnett, who preceded him in death, as did his
mother. He is the last within his generation to go to be with the Lord.

Porter spent much of his youth living with his maternal grandmother, Bertha
Quates Powell. Their ancestry was of American Indian heritage and they
spent some time living on a reservation. Although growing up in the South
proved challenging, Bertha did her best. She instilled Christian values within
him that would benefit him throughout life. Porter accepted Christ and was
baptized at an early age in Alabama.

Nearing the end of his high school years, while still in Evergreen, Alabama, he
voluntarily joined the Airforce. He was Honorably Discharged July 27, 1951.
Porter relocated to Chicago, IL and joined the National Guard and was
Honorably Discharged October 1, 1954.

Porter was drafted into the Army on April 6, 1956. He spent two years in the
Army at Fort Carson in Colorado. During his time in Colorado, he met and
married Eloise Polk on January 10, 1957. From this union, three children were



born: Anthony (Tony), Carmella and Travetta. They brought much love and joy
to his life.

Porter was honorably discharged from the Army on April 29, 1961 with the
rank of SPC4, he then relocated to Chicago, IL. Upon relocating to Chicago,
Porter joined Greater Salem Baptist Church for a brief time, however by an
invitation by his aunt to visit, he found a home with Carter Temple Church. He
joined Carter Temple under the pastorate of Rev. S. J. Laws in January of
1958. At Carter Temple, he began to grow in his Christian service, both as a
Tenor in the choir and a choir director. He was in the capable hands of Mr.
Winfield, who was a wonderful music teacher.

The Lord provided Porter with many job opportunities within the city of
Chicago: Kent Industries, where within four years, he was promoted from a
Maintenance engineer to Purchasing agent in the front office. Next, he worked
for The Chicago Housing Authority as a Janitor Foreman. He then decided
upon entrepreneurship, as he wanted to work for himself, which he
accomplished, and was successful as a Shell Oil dealer for six years. His last
position was with TWA Airlines for 24 years, retiring from TWA in 1996.

Porter married Helen B. Brown on March 24, 1984, at Carter Temple Church,
where the Reverend S. J. Laws and Reverend Lawrence Craigg were the
officiants.

Porter’s hobbies were fishing, travel, and photography. He always enjoyed a
delicious meal, and was very fond of the family pet, Mimi.

Porter leaves to cherish his memories: his devoted wife of 40 years, Helen,
three children: Tony (Ruby) Powell, Carmella Powell, and Travetta Powell; four
stepchildren, nine Grandchildren, thirteen Great Grandchildren, and many
other relatives and friends.






Previous Events

Prepast

AUG 22. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (CT)

Carter Temple C.M.E
7841 South Wabash Ave.
Chicago, IL 60619

Visitation

AUG 22. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Carter Temple C.M.E
7841 South Wabash Ave.
Chicago, IL 60619

Funeral Service

AUG 22. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Carter Temple C.M.E
7841 South Wabash Ave.
Chicago, IL 60619

Burial/lInterment

AUG 22. 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery
20953 W Hoff Rd
Elwood, IL 60421



Tribute Wall

Lawd,Lawd,Lawd...now WHQO'’S going to allow me to get in their
face and say ‘HEY DADDY” ???! | bet you are having a BLAST IN
HEAVEN!!!! | imagine you singing .."E#=-IT IS WELL WITH MY
SOUL E=” LOVE YOU DADDY( from your favorite)

Carmella Powell - August 24, 2024 at 10:48 AM

Uncle Porter C, you will be greatly missed. | admired your smile,
your love for your sister, your humor, & your perseverance. As a kid
| remember you showing us how to properly pour pop displaying
that amazing laugh & handsome smile. | loved how you would visit
your sister Nina as you called her, whenever you wanted to. She'd
say Brother is at the airport, y'all go get him. Lol. Thank you for
being a great uncle to my brother Porter C (your name) & I.

Love Porter Clarence & Mona

Romona Matthews - August 22, 2024 at 08:42 AM

To the best grandad in the world!!! You are ]
going to be truly missed. | am so happy that |

had The opportunity to have such a wonderful .

Individual in my life to play such a great role. | “
know that you are at peace now. | am truly

going to miss you.

Ms. Q - August 21, 2024 at 06:50 PM



