Deacon Zeberdee Barnes
June 17, 1937 - October 5, 2025

Zeberdee Barnes was born on June 17, 1937 to the late Thomas Barnes and
Dinah Rials-Barnes in Magnolia, Mississippi. He was the oldest son out of
thirteen children.

Zeb grew up in the St. James Baptist Church in Mississippi. He moved to
Chicago in the early 1950’s where he later joined the Antioch Missionary
Baptist Church South under the leadership of Rev. Carsie Barnes Jr. He loved
his church home where he served as a choir director, he was on the Deacon
Board, a Trustee, Pastor anniversary committee, part of the Christian
education/new members class and he also sang bass in the senior choir.

After relocating to Chicago, Zeb held various temporary jobs until he reached
the legal driving age, at which point he started working as a car hiker at a
downtown parking garage. This job was when he decided to join the teamster
local union 727. He got involved with the workers so they could make a
different in the workforce. He served on the Teamster National Black Caucus
(TNBC) board Chicago chapter until his health started to fall. He became a
Business Agent (BA), so he encourages others to join the union and be a part
of making a different. He worked his way to Vice President of his local 727,
then to President under John Coli Sr. Zeb retired at the age of 79-years-old,



but he continues to attend every Teamsters convention and every TNBC
conferences, no matter what state they were going to be in. Zeb was truly a
DIE HEART TEAMSTER.

Zeb was a sharp dresser from head to toe, and he wanted his wife to be a
sharp dresser too. He was known for being a great storyteller, an incredibly
good cook, his favorite was red velvet cake and banana pudding. Zeb had a
wonderful smile that would brighten up anyone day.

Zeb would say Alright when Pastor was preaching, when he wanted your
attention, it was Hay, and when he agreed with you it was Yep, and disagreed
was Nope. Zeb responded to the names King or Captain and would reply
"Yep" whenever addressed by either.

Zeb will be deeply missed on the 94th Ada Street block, where he mowed his
neighbor’s lawns, cleared their snow, and shared vegetables from his garden
with both residents and church members. He even helped church members in
getting their own garden started.

Zeb met Gwen Barnes in August 1994, and took her to church on New Year's
Eve, marking the start of a new chapter. After ten years he realized he had
met the Love of his life. Zeb made sure that we were the first to be unity in
holy matrimony in August 2004 at the Antioch Missionary Baptist Church
South under the new Pastor Carsie E. Barnes lll.

Zeb departed this life to a new life with his heavenly father at the age of 88



years old. Preceded in death by parents Thomas and Dinah Barnes, children;
Clarice Barnes, Zeberdee Jr. and Gwendolyn Ann Barnes, sisters; Clara
Simmons, Herley Gulledge, Mildred Burns and Lussettie Henderson, brothers;
Ezell and Burnell Barnes.

Leaves to cherish his memory: Wife Gwen Barnes, children; Argirtha Thiele
(John)(Atlanta, GA), Andre Barnes (Alexandra), bonus children; Donnell
Walker Jr., Shonita Walker and Steven Barnes, brothers; McTerry Barnes
(Laverne)(Las Vegas), Bobby Barnes (Maria) and Thomas Barnes (Sharon),
sisters; Hattie Brown (Arizona), Delois Barnes (Texas) and Debra Wilcher
(Raymond)(Georgia), sisters-in-law; Wilberteen Jackson and Ruth Thomas,
twelve grandchildren, four bonus grandchildren and a host of great-
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, and special friends Floyd Hughe,
Rev. Jesse Lee, Teamsters Local 727, Teamsters National Black Caucus and
the Antioch M.B. Church South family.



Cemetery Details

Burr Oak Cemetery

4400 W 127th St
Alsip, IL 60803

Previous Events

Public Viewing

OCT 23. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (CT)

Calahan Funeral Home Landmark Chapel
7030 S. Halsted
Chicago, IL 60621

Visitation

OCT 24. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Antioch Baptist Church South
6953 S. Stewart Ave
Chicago, IL 60621

Funeral Service

OCT 24. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (CT)

Antioch Baptist Church South
6953 S. Stewart Ave
Chicago, IL 60621



Burial/Interment

OCT 24. 1:30 PM - 2:00 PM (CT)

Mt. Hope Cemetery
11500 S. Fairfield Ave
Chicago, IL 60655



Tribute Wall

Shirley Scott lit a candle in memory of !

Deacon Zeberdee Barnes

Shirley Scott - October 24, 2025 at 07:33 PM

Rest in peace to my coworker and fellow Teamster of 30 years.
Grateful for the memories, the laughs, and your friendship. You'll
always be part of the parking team. With deepest sympathy James

Malizzio

james malizzio - October 23, 2025 at 11:07 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Deacon Zeberdee Barnes.

October 21, 2025 at 11:11 AM

Teamsters Local 301 Executive Board purchased
the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Deacon Zeberdee Barnes.

Teamsters Local 301 Executive Board - October 10, 2025 at
11:19 AM



https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Sending my love and condolences to Grandma Gwen. | remember
this day like it was yesterday and not over 30 years ago.
Granddaddy Zeb centered w me Nitoya in the yellow, my moma
Gwen in the jean jacket my brother Noel, my aunt Adriane and
auntie Clarise daughter Monique in the blue. Give me some of that
gold granddaddy (insider) RIP §

Nitoya Barnes - October 09, 2025 at 06:13 PM

My deepest sympathy and condolences to the family of Zeb, who wiill
be missed. Rest in peace dear friend of Vikki and Harold Davis.

Victoria Dotson-Davis - November 11, 2025 at 11:30 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Deacon Zeberdee Barnes.

October 09, 2025 at 10:11 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Deacon Zeberdee Barnes.

October 09, 2025 at 10:11 AM


https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.calahanfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

